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Through the
Eyes of a Child

Brittany Hicks /s a sophoweore ol West Lowderdale High
School, She warts lo be g professions! wriler, and especially
enjoys writing poelry. Her tnspiration for this poen: 1 kave
Friends whose duddies kave hed to go and fght, and T fell bad for
Hrew, I warted to lry awd el the slory lirough their eyes,”

My father is gone,

[l Jeeft o dim might,

Tex be streng on the battlefield,
Tex fight the never-nding fight.

Fle joined thee wrmy
With all of his 2ounl,

T defend his country
Anal its rights o uphald,

[ know it is his jolb

To fight for our nation,

Bt he his no ides

Akt the problems 'm facing.

[ miss lim so much,

He never sees my games,

But I know his duty is greater,
So him [ eannat blame,

[ elream abowt him, and [ hope

Flee will soomn ane day return,

To share the irials of the war

Anal el me the things he has learned,

[ admire my father

Foer his bravery,

Bt 1 eannet deseribe how much
[ want him haeme with me,

When Ivan caime

[ was so adraid,

Wishing he was here

Soall this storm in my life would Gde,

LIngil the day

e resturns loamss Lo me,
[ will continue Lo prigy
For God's will fo be,

= Britlany Hichs

What you can do

There are many things we can do to show our appreciafion to
the families of those whn are serving in our military,

While we cannot replace the presence of those whe are gone,
we can help their familics maintain as normal of a life as possible.
We can help them cut their grass and attend to other vardwork.
We can help them with things such as fransportation, reutine car
maintenance — or even just visiting to check on their needs.

We aften overlook the tasks and chores it takes to keep our
daily lives going, but these are things that we can do to help
those families whe make the sacrifice for us.

— Josh Davidson, sophomore
Sowtheast Lowderdale High School

Dear Jason

Thes Ietter sivas submatted by Totpomak Bell, o
seventhgrader it Magwnolio Middle Schoel, She &5
wriling to her cowsin, Jason Walker,

Thanks for esving just o the people in
[rag, Also thanks for being 2 ﬂnﬂfv:uush. [ hope
you have a safe trip, Always be safe and stay very
bramve, [ really appreciate evervibing vou've done,
Al sare abaout is for wou Bodo vour job and be sade
Just remember that your Tamily lves you very

mush,
Tiityomah Hell Bell

MESSAGE OF HOPE

Art students at Northwast Junior High
Schaol in Maridian were asked o
draw pictures to salute LS, treaps.
Hares what Maxandra Riess, a
ninth-gradar, said about har drawing:
“My fathar, an international airline
pilat, takes me to foreign countrias
wihiere 70 parcant of the people are
miak 5o fortunate. | had just comea back
from Buenos Ajres, Argenting, whan

| wias assigned this project. Teo days
bafore the second semester began,

| witnessad am anvironment of poveriy
and hopa. Therefare, whan school
startad, my amotions for the homeless
woara still fresh and real, So many
people araund the world appreciatls
youwr sarvice and the hope that you
qive thair country,”

ILLUSTRATION BY ALEXRNDRE MESS

ILLUSTRATHIN EY MENTON MCOIRNIE

LONGING FOR HOME
Meanton MeGinnis is a senior at Meridian
High Schaocd, whers she is a chearleadsr
ard & mamber of the Anchor and
Hostess clubs, the Mational Honor
Sociaty and the Spanish Honor Socisty.
Menton takes points ballet and
watercolor lessons and plays the guitar
in her spare timea. Har parsnts are Jim
amd Cindy McGinnis and she has two
siblings, Davis and Caraling. The family
attends 5t. Paul's Episcopal Church, o
Menton hopes to become a foransic Melinnis
toxicobogist Hera's what she said about her painting:

“| paintsd this picturs ... thinking of the wonderful colors of
the blooms and sensation of smslling the averflowing
bougust of flowers. To a soldier overseas, the sight of thasa
beautiful flowsrs and the picture of a gorgecus brids must
bring tears of joy, fond memaonss of beauty and slegancs,
ard the longing to ks homs. | hope that whan the soldisrs
ook at my painting, they feel thess wornderful feslings and
kmow that sveryons at home longs for them to come homs
just as much as they do”




